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                                                                      Moving forward 

 
January 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Students and Community members, 

 

Welcome to our 2009-2010 Annual School Report. Last year, I instituted a different format for 
the Annual School Report.  Many people commented that they found the report easy to read, 
comprehensive and informative. Even though preparing a report of this depth requires a large slice of 
time to complete, I am grateful for the opportunity to review the year, and share the joys, challenges 
and accomplishments of the children of Sutton with you. Based on the reflection required to complete 
this report, planning and preparation for the next year are easier tasks.   

 
You will find here updated enrollment and staffing information for this school year (2010-2011), 

student demographics, program descriptions, an update on progress on our Action Plan (a living 
document), NECAP Results and a graphic depiction that shows our transition to multiage classrooms and 
where we are at in our Phases of Change plan.  There are lots of cute pictures of the kids too! 

   
This report is all about your school. I hope you enjoy it. If you have questions, need more 

information, want to share ideas, or volunteer at school, please contact me at school.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roberta Stradling, Principal 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Introduction 
 
Enrollment ς During the 2009-2010 school year there were 94 students at Sutton School. Our budget 
was based on expected enrollment of approximately the same number of students.  By the fall of 2010, 
110 students were enrolled in our school.  It often happens that families move around after the school 
year ends and our anticipated enrollment numbers change. Right now we expect around 97 children to 
be enrolled in the fall of 2011.  
 

As of this writing there are 104 students enrolled. There are 72 children in grades K-6 and 32 
students in grades 7 & 8. We have 57 boys and 47 girls.  

 
63 % of our students are eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch (FRL) - a proxy for poverty. Classes 

range in size from 12-мт ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ !ǘ {ǳǘǘƻƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǿŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ нм ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ L9tΩǎ 
(Individualized Education Plans) and four students with 504 Plans. We have 1 student at LTS in the 
Collaborative Program and 2 students who are transitioning back from other programs.  
 
Staffing- We currently have 7 full time teachers instructing in the Regular Ed classrooms K-8. 
Assignments are as follows, Terry Ramsey ς Kindergarten, Kathy Faulkner- Multiage 1-2, Amanda 
Sanville ς Multiage 1-2, Tiana Gillespie ς Multiage 3- 4, Ed Nugent ς Multiage 4-5, Becky Jenkins ς Math 
6-7, 8th, and Title I Math support for Grades K-5, Gerry Whitaker ς LA/SS grades 6-8.   All classes are 
currently multiage and range in size from 12-17 students.  
 

 We have 1 full time Special Educator, Patty Joyce, who joined us for the 2010-2011 school year.  
Patty, along with Para educators; Prudence Kaczowski, Doreen Lyon, Pam Carr, Tom Powers and Ann 
Pope, provide individualized instruction and support in the regular ed classes for students with 
Individualized Education Plans at Sutton and LTS. The Para educators are assigned as follows; Prudence 
Kaczowski assists Kathy Hayes our Speech/Language Pathologist, Pam Carr supports students in Ms 
CŀǳƭƪƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ !ƴƴ tƻǇŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ aǎΦ DƛƭƭŜǎǇƛŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ bǳƎŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƻƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ aǎΦ wŀƳǎŜȅ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ [ŜǿƛǎΩ Ǌƻƻm. Doreen Lyon assists students in 
aǎΦ {ŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ 5ƻƴƴŀ hǘǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ мΥм ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ [¢{Φ   

   
Specialized instruction can also be provided outside the general education classes as needed. As 

case manager, Patty also coordinates and manages student services for those students who require 
more specialized services outside of Sutton School at the elementary level.  Currently there are 21 
students on her caseload.  

 
 Educational Programming 

We offer a full K-8 Regular Education program of Math, Language Arts, Science and Social 
Studies. We provide opportunities for our students to study Art, Music, Physical Education, Health, 
Library Science and Technology on a weekly basis.  

We use the Vermont Standards and Grade Level Expectations to guide our instructional 
planning, as well as the CNSU district curriculum. Sutton is currently in the third year of implementing 
the use of the Investigations math program, a district wide endeavor for grades K-5. We are in our first 
full year of implementing the Connected Math program for the middle grades 6-8. Staff receives 
support, consultation and training in the use of these programs from district coach, Loretta Whitehead.  

We offer Essential Early Education and Special Education Services in collaboration with CNSU.  
We provide a full range of individualized instructional services, support services and classroom 



 

 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ L9tΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Speech and Language services, Occupational Therapy 
and Physical Therapy.   

We have a full complement of Student Support Services: guidance, nursing, counseling and 
behavioral support.  
 
Assessment Program 

Each state is required by NCLB (No Child Left Behind Act) to have a comprehensive assessment 
system in place.  A comprehensive assessment program includes both summative and formative 
assessments. A summative assessment provides information regarding student learning retained for the 
previous year of instruction.   A formative assessment is a check on progress towards mastery of 
learning administered up to three times per year. Assessments are required to be administered for 
school/teacher accountability and to measure student achievement in learning at the state, district or 
local level. 

 
Summative Assessments- The NECAP is the summative assessment conducted statewide. The 

NECAP measures retained student learning in Math, Language Arts and Writing (grades 5 & 8)for the 
previous school year each October.  Students in grades 4 & 8 are also administered the NECAP in Science 
during the month of May, each year.  

  
We administer the NECAP, in Reading and Math in grades 3-8.  Results are reported by grade 

level at the beginning of February each year. Because there are sometimes fewer than ten students in a 
grade, we cannot always report resǳƭǘǎ ōȅ άƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭέ ŀǘ {ǳǘǘƻƴΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ {ǳǘǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

   
 The state determines in February whether a school has made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

and sends out letters to that effect late in March. In the spring, we administer the Science NECAP and 
results become available in the Fall of the same year.  
 

!ƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ άƻƴ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭέ ς including students with 
recognized learning disabilitiŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
making sure that all students make progress on an annual basis.  

 
Formative Assessments - All the schools in CNSU use several different types of formative 

assessments.  The formative assessments we are currently using in Language Arts are; the Fountas and 
Pinnell, Gates McGintie and the DRA 2. For Writing we use the portfolio system along with team scored 
άƻƴ ǇǊƻƳǇǘέ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ  Lƴ aŀǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛŘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜther by the district Math 
coaches and teachers. It is administered twice a year once in the fall and once in the spring.   

  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
         

 
 

Regular Education Classrooms   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Kindergarten 
Terry Ramsey (12 students) 

At the beginning of the school year, Kindergartners learn about their new routines and schedule.  
In the classroom, we use many of the ideas, and activities from Responsive Classroom to help us build a 
strong and caring learning community.  
 

We establish rules in our classroom so that we can learn, have fun, and be safe! 
Kindergartners share the responsibility to learn these new rules by play-acting the appropriate 
behaviors. Everyone then can see, discuss, and know what is expected. 

 

 
hǳǊ aŀǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƛŘŜ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 

kindergartners explore with math manipulatives, and work on counting and the formation of numbers.  
²Ŝ ǎƛƴƎ ΨŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ - άCŀǘ ƻƭŘ ŦƛǾŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻǿƴΣ 
big fat belly ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǳƴŘΗέ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ 
kindergartners learn about patterns, shapes, and composing and decomposing numbers.  
 

Our Literacy program is full of lots of reading and writing activities. At the beginning of the year, 
there are shared, interactive and writing workshop and lessons. Kindergartners are also busy learning 
new poems, songs, and acting out nursery rhymes and folk tales. Kindergartners really enjoy buddy 
reading with their friends, reading the print in the classroom, and writing and reading some of their own 
books! Later in the year, kindergartners will be working in their own reading groups and learning 
strategies to become independent thinkers and readers. 

 
We also save time for lots of play!  Play helps Kindergartners use their imaginations, feelings, 

and thoughts to create and maintain important friendships and most importantly have fun at school!    
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Mrs. Kathy Faulkner Multiage Grade1&2          13 Students 
 
Program Description: Through regular observation, formal assessment and formative assessments 
children are helped to learn and move from where they are in their learning and understanding towards 
the goals established by the Grade Level Expectations and beyond.  Much of the daily routine is 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ άǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ ƳƻŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ-lesson is taught and children work independently and in 
small groups receiving the support needed for learning within the lesson. 
 
Literacy: Children learn and practice writing, reading, speaking and listening every day in many ways.  I 
instruct using the Fountas & Pinnel Word Study system and the Guided Reading approach. We use 
leveled reading books together in small groups and at independent reading time in fiction and non-
fiction for children. Songs, poems, charts and books, both fiction and non-fiction, are read daily. 
 
Math: Math Investigations is the math program used to provide learning opportunities for all.  
Constructing meaning about math and numbers is gained by using materials in a hands-on learning 
workshop. Emphasis is placed on math communication. Many strategies for solving problems are used 
and explained. Differentiation for many abilities occurs through intentional planning for the varied levels 
of difficulty and expectations for each math student. 
 

                                   
 
 
Science: Children learn about science through inquiry-based science units in which investigation of the 
topic is a practice of exploring and observing, writing and recording, analyzing and communicating about 
the learning.  It is integrated with writing instruction.  Science units are supported by Fairbanks Museum 
presentations and visits, and the study of non-fiction magazines, books and other media. Topics follow 
the general Human Body, Earth, Life, and Physical Science Grade Expectations. Incorporated in this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ 
This is related to instruction and research being completed as part of my Masters in Science Education 
program and supervised by my mentors with the Vermont Science Initiative. 
 



 

 

Social Studies: Children learn about Social Studies through the process of building and maintaining our 
classroom and school community using the Responsive Classroom approach.  Children learn about the 
school-wide rules and expectations the PBiS program(Positive Behavior in Schools) and the h[²9¦{Ω 
anti-bullying program.  Additionally, the study of traditions, national holidays and heroes through 
literature and other media build thŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ 
 
General Scheduling Information: In general, literacy instruction is in the morning, math and social 
studies or science is in the afternoon. Specials classes are daily from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  Monday and 
Wednesday is Physical Education, Tuesday is Music, Thursday is Art and Friday is Library.  
                                               
 
Mrs. Amanda Sanville 
Multiage 1 & 2 
14 Students    
 

Program Description: Responsive Classroom and Positive Behavioral Intervention Supports (PBIS) are 
two programs that strongly guide my approach to teaching a multi-age class.  During the first six weeks 
of school, it is crucial to model and practice rules, routines, and procedures.  Classroom meetings and 
community building are extremely important, as well. 
 
Literacy:  The center approach is used to promote independence and provide a variety of learning 
opportunities daily.  Children are placed into guided reading groups based on formative assessments.   
The reading, spelling, and writing assignments are developmentally appropriate and differentiated for 
individual student needs.   I analyze assessments to determine strengths and weaknesses of students 
and then group them according to similar needs. 
 
Math:  Math Investigations is the district wide math program being used.  Children learn, use, and share 
many strategies.  Using manipulatives,  explaining your thinking, and games are used to help solidify 
learning concepts. 

 
Science:  Units in life and earth science, as 
well as, the human body are taught .  We 
make observations, experiment, and record 
data.  Writing is integrated into the lessons.  
The Fairbanks Museum supports our lessons 
through presentations. 
 
Social Studies: We learn about rules and 
building our classroom community.  Holidays, 
traditions, famous people are studied through 
literature, projects, and celebrations. 
 

General Scheduling Information:  In 

general, math and literacy are taught in the 

morning and specials, science, and social 

studies are in the afternoon.  Special classes are daily from 12:30- 1:10p.m. Monday and 

Wednesday is Physical Education, Tuesday is Music, Thursday is Art, and Friday is Library.                                 

 



 

 

Mrs. Gillespie 
Multiage Grades 3-4  
16 students  
 
Our Daily Program Description: 
 Our classroom is a multi-age third and fourth grade classroom consisting of 16 students. The 
classroom is structured in a way that the diverse needs of all the children can be met. Throughout the 
year children are encouraged to work together cooperatively and use their classmates as resources.  
Various grouping strategies are used throughout the day depending on the needs of the children and 
the purpose of the lesson. Sometimes children are grouped together based on their individual interests, 
skills-level, or in peer-coaching groups. They are also guided to be independent learners invested in their 
education. 
   
 We begin our day with a component of the Responsive Classroom called Morning Meeting. This 
is an opportunity for students to start their day in a positive way. During this time students greet each 
other, have the opportunity to share, ask questions about their day, and hear special announcements. 
We also take this time to discuss problems that the class as a whole may be experiencing and ways we 
can work together cooperatively. If there is any remaining time we usually play a group game or activity. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
fun!  
 
 Morning meeting is followed by Math. The math program that we use is called Investigations. 
This is a standards based program that teaches all strands of Mathematics; number and operations, 
algebra, geometry, and data and statistics. The program implements the use of math manipulatives to 
enhance understanding of mathematical concepts. Students are also encouraged to articulate their 
thinking verbally, as well as through pictures, diagrams, and writing. Throughout the program there is a 
balance of whole group discussion, partner and small group work, and individual work. There are many 
games that help support the concepts students are learning throughout the different units. The games 
can be modified to accommodate students that need different instruction. Students take a 15-minute 
snack break after Math. 
 
 Snack is followed by Literacy. Our Literacy block consists of small, guided reading groups, 
independent reading, and assignment time. We also rotate different activities such as buddy reading, 
listening center activities, read aloud, and fluency lessons. All of these activities are important to literacy 
development. Students are assessed and instruction is differentiated to meet the needs of individual 
students. Progress is monitored on a regular basis.  
 
 The Spelling program we use is a developmental program called Word Journeys by Kathy 
Ganske. There are four stages of spelling and children are placed in a spelling group based on 
assessments that are given in the fall and winter. Spelling occurs within the literacy block. Students go to 
lunch or recess after spelling. 
 

We begin practicing writing complete sentences and paragraphs. After introducing paragraphs 
we begin writing pieces following the Vermont State Writing Portfolio Standards. Throughout the year 
we focus on four genres of writing; Narratives, Response to Literature, Procedures, and Reports. 
Students save their work in writing portfolios throughout the year. Children also complete Daily 
Language Reviews on a regular basis to practice proper grammar, usage, and mechanics. 
 


